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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE (SBPARATB)
APO Sen Francisco 96250

AVIE-SCATD 15 Herch 1958

SUBSBCTs Correctioins on the Wrisace Cherntionel deport Lessons Learnad

TO0: Assistant Chief of Stuff
For Force Development
Department of the Armmy
Washington, D.C. 20310

Request the following corrections be posted to the 1733 Alrdarne _rizade
(Separate)oOperational Report Lessons Learned for the pertod 1 ‘ove er 1957
to 31 Janvery 1953,

2. Section 3 (Intelldzence) parerrash @, (2), (b), (Snerrtion
BOLLTIIG) page L, 1ine 5 should reads On 14 December 1967 the Brigade less
1;503§o Inf, 2-5350 Inf, A=)-315ti Arty ani B-3-319th Arty returned to Opora-
cion a.

be Soction 4 (Combat Onerations for iiovonber 1757) pajo 14, para-
;ranh 4, seateice 3 should read A~1-12th Infantry indtesd of 3-1-12th Cavalry.

¢. Section 4 (Coumiet Gneration. for DacerMar 1537) vers 15, noree-
Jren: 2, the folloving should be addeds On 2 December the 2-503d Inf roceiveZ
11 rounds of 122m rocket fire at P88 12 (iII 972257); one US Paratrooper was
wounded .

ds 3ection 4 (Coinbat Crerations for Janvery 1907) nage 17, mere-
graph 23 Change all artillery units listed as attached to OPCON.

A

CPr, AGC
Brirale i Yorien
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE (SEPARATE)
APO San Prancisco 96250

AVBR-SC/MHD 15 Pebruary 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned
(1 November 1967 - 31 January 1968)

THRU: Commanding General
IFFORCEV
ATTN: AVPAGC-0T
APO San Francisco 9635

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff
For Force Development
t of the Amy
Uuhin¢ton, Doco, 20310

The inclosed Operational Re Lessons Learned is forvarded in compliance
vith USARV Regulation 1-19 and AR 1-19.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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1LT, AGC
Asst AG
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1. Introduotion
2., Organisation
3. Intelligence
4. Combat Operations
5. Training
6. Psychological Operations and Civic Action
7. Logistics
8. Personnel Administration
9. Chemical Operations

II. Comsandar's Obearvations - lessons Learnsd
I1I. Inglosures
~Ir—Roster-ofLey-Persemmel-Vithdrawn, Hqs, DA

2. Brigade Organisation Chart
3. Supply and Combat Services Aotivities
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1. Sigodficent QOrg.7i_:t. « i lnt \:tivities

1. Introduction:

This Operational Report Lessons Learned covers the period 1 November 1967
through 31 January 1968, The 173d Adrborne Brigudr '“epsrats’ h.: -~cntiaued to
conduct operations simed st locating and destroying Viet Cong, North Vietnamese
Forces and inetallations The Arigade, as I Field Force's reserve, remain:d ready
to meot sny mission required and continued operations in the brigsde's TAOR (Tac-
tical Area of Responsibi‘ity  The Brigada's Civic Action Program continued to
play a «.y rol: In the Prigade's counterinsurgency efforts.

Te best ascomplish 1ts mission, the 173d Airborne Brigade (Seperate) cun-
du-tod three major operations during the reporting period. Operation BOLLING,
vhich commenced 19 September 1967. continund through the months of November, Decem-
ber und Janusry to present, The Hrigude's participation in Operation MACARTHUR
commenced on 1 November 1967 and terminated 14 Deceamber 1967, however, the lst and
20 B:ttalions, 5C3d Infantry remained in the DAK TO,KONTUM area under the OPCON
(Operational Control) of the 4th Infsniry Division, Operation WALKER (orginally
named DAZZLEM) began 16 January and continued to present.

2. Qrganisstiog:

The internal structure of the 173d Airborns Brigade (Separate) has ro-
maincd the same during the reporting period except for the detachment of the 12th
Team ATAP, 2d Civil Affairs Company on 31 November 1967 by II Field Force's GO
25, dated 11 January 1968. No other units were assigned, attacbed or detached.
For a breakdown of the Brigade strength see paragraph 8, Personnel and Adminis-
‘tration., In addition, see Organization Chart (Inclosure 2).

3. Intelligence:

a. The enemy situation before and during each operation conducted by
the Brigade during this reporting period is as follovws:

(1) Operation MACARTHUR

(e) Enemy Situation Prior to the Operation: Prior to the comm-
encement of the operation the following enemy units were believed to be in the area
of interest: 1st NVA Divigion; 32d NVA Regiment; 66th NVA Regiment; 17.th NVA Regi-
ment; 24th NVA Regiment; 40th NVA Artillery Regiment; and the 304th VC Infantry Bat-
talion., The enemy had the capability to:

d. . Attack the DAK TO complex with three NVA Regiments sup-
ported by the indireot fires of the 4Oth NVA Artillery Regiment,

&+ Defend in battalion strength vhen contacted by US
troops. It was doubtful if he was capable of massing a regimental defense due to
US Air and Artillery.

3. Withdrav from the area at the time and place of his
choosing

4+ Reinforce the battlefield wiih the 174th NVA Regiment
vhich was located west of DAK TO in the vicinity of the Cambodian border.

(v) Order of Battle Findings and Summary of the Ares of Opera-
Lion:

1. A Hol Chanh, who rallied on 2 November at DAK RI

l

CONF IDENTIAL



AVBE- SCMHD CONF IDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

15 February 1968

Village, YB 977220, identified himself as a sergeant from a special reconnaissance
element of the 66th NVA Regiment, The rallier stated he was an artillery special-
ist and that the mission of the reconnaissance element was to reconnoiter and to
prepare rocket positions. The Hol Chanh stated that a major for vhom he worked
indicated the following attack plan: Elements of the 4Oth Artillery located NE
and SW of DAK TO Special Forces Camp, were to attack the camp and possibly the DAK
TO district headquarters. The 66th and 32d NVA Regiments, located south and SW of
the Special Forces Camp were to attempt to overrun the camp, The 174th NVA Regi-
ment located approximately 10 kilometers west of DAK SEANG Special Forces Camp was
to be in reserva, The 24th NVA Regiment was located 15 kilometers north of DAK TO
and had the mission of blocking reinforcements to the camp and preventing friendly
forces from evacuating,

2+ The mention of the 4{Oth Artillery Regiment %y the Hoi
Chanh was the first mention of this wunit. The 40th Artillery Regiment includes
the 200th Artillery Battalion which is equipped with 120mm mortars and 122mm
rockets, On 20 November; 2-503d Infantry received 120mm mortar fire to lend cre-
dence to the report that the 40th Artillery Regiment was in the area. There were
no prisoners or returnees who made mention of this unit, No documents were cap-
tured to confirm the presence of this unit in the area of operations.

3. Doouments captured 6 November at YB 843203 identified
C19, the Reconnaissance Company of the 66th Regiment and also identified elements
of the 7th and 8th Battalions of the 66th Regiment, The 66th Reginent was in con-
tact wvith elements of the 1-503d Infantry and 4-503d Infantry vicinity YB 853187,
The 66th Regiment suffered 104, KIA (BC). On 11 November, YB 84518‘}< 1-503d Infan-
try agein engaged elements of the 66th Regiment killing 142 NVA (BC,. The 66th
Regiment moved to the west into Cambodia after these engagements,

4+ On 12 November 1967, the 2-503d Infantry made contact
wvith the 174th Regiment at YB 810151, The contact which lasted approximately 48
hours resulted in 32 NVA KIA (BC), PW's and documents captured 16 November at
YB 801151 confirmed the presence of elements of the 174th Regiment, The 174th
Regiment fought,on Hill 875 with the 2-5034 Infantry, Results of the contact on
Hill 875: 298 NVA KIA (BC)., Thia action assisted the 32d NVA Regiment, 66th NVA
Regiment, and command elements to withdraw from the area of operations and enter
Cambodia,

5. Nong Troung 1 - 1lst NVA Division is believed to have
been directing the operations in the DAK TO area. The confirmation of the 174th
Regiment in the area confirms the fact that the 17/th Regiment has probably re-
placed the 88th Regiment in the 1lst Division, The 174th has previously been car-
ried as subordinate to the B3 Front. The 88th Regiment has been reported to be
operating in DARLAC Province.

(o) ZIerrain snd Weather Analvais:

4. Terrain: The area of operations fell within KONTIM
Province, The western boundary was the Cambodian and Laotion borders. The south-
orn nost boundary vas designated by the YB 09 E-W grid line, The northern most
boundary was designated by the YB 40 E-W grid line., The eastern most boundary was
the DAK PSI River. The DAK POKO and DAK PSI Rivers are the major drainage systeas
in the area. The relief of the area is characterized by high mountain ranges in-
terlaced by river valleys and streams. The wegetation is characteriszed by dense
stands of bamboo in the low areas and on the mountain sides with a continuous can-
opy 40-70 feet high, There are some grasslands and savannah in the area., Major
routes into the area are National Highway 14 and Communal Route 512.

2+ Weather: The weather during the Battle of DAK TO wvas

characterised by little rainfall or thunderstorm activity, Cloudiness vas at a
ninimum with ceilings from 2000 feet to 5000 feet, Low clouds, bases 3000 to

2
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5000 feet, cover more than half the area less than 10% of the time. Temperatures
ranged from 55-91 degrees,

(d) The following is a list representing the enemy's order of

battle:

NI ESTIMAIED STRENGTH LAST CONFIRMED LOCATION DAIE
4L0th Arty Unlmown Unknown Nov 67
66th NVA Regt 1700 YB 8418 Nov 67
32d NVA Regt 1700 YB 8516 Nov 67
174th NVA Regt 1700 YB 7416 Nov 67
2,th NVA Regt 1300 ZB 0539 Nov 67
200th Arty Bn Unknown Unknown Nov 67
304th VC Inf Bn 300 Kontum Province Nov 67
lst NVA Div Unknown YB 8510 Nov 67

(2) OQperation BOLLING
(a) Eneny Situation:

4. Dispopition: Since 1 November 1967, the BOLLING Area
of Operations has been the site of increased enemy activity, The enexy does not
fully control the area around TUY HOA City because of the presence of friendly
troops plus an aggressive revolutionary development program which has reduced ths
hold by the enemy on the population., Recently, reliable agents have reported the
following units within the TUY HOA area or close enough to have influence upon
the BOLLING Area of Operations, These units are:

4+ Hq, 5th NVA Division
(Total Approximate Strength: 3600)

b 95th NVA Regiment
(Total Approximate Strength: 1756)

Se I(th Battalion/95th NVA Regiment
Total Approximate Strength: 314)

d. 5th Battalion/95th NVA Regiment
(Total Appgroximate Strength: 309)

9. 6th Battalion/95th NVA Regiment
(Total Approximate Strength: 395)

£. 18B NVA Regiment
(Total Approximate Strength: 1676)

£ 95th Artillery Regiment
(Total Approximate Strength: 150)

b, 30th Main Porce (MF) Battalion
(Total Approximate Strength: 250)

3
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4. 85th Local Force (LF) Battalion
(Total Approximate Strength: 300)

J. X-65 Engineer (Sapper) Company
(Total Approximate Strength: 90)

k. K-76 Engineer (Sapper) Company
(Total Approximate Strength: 96)

4. Peculiarities and Weaknesses:

4. The supply system of the enemy flows from west to
east and can be best interdicted on the western edge of PHU YEN Province.

b+ The major weakness of the snemy is his inabdlity
to maintain contact due to his marginal logistics system,

S+ Recent successes by US troops, 3-503d Infantry,
reflects the vulnerability of the NVA to psychological operations. The theme of
the psychological operations should be to surrender to the ARVN and the direction
of surrender should be given in the broadcast/leaflets.

d. Enomy Capabllities:

g+ Continue to build up their wnits through infiltre-
tion, recruitment and conscription. Recent reports indicate that the 5th NVA Di-
vision has received replacements and is nearing the posture to launch offensive
operations,

b, Attack installations and friendly forces in north-
ern central PHU IEN Province with up to 4 combat effective battalions. These 4
battalions would consist of the 3d, 4th and 5th Battalions of the 95th NVA Regi-
ment and the 85th Local Force (LP) Battalion, The 30th Main Force (MF) Battalion
is not believed to be presently combat effective, Attack in central and southern
PHU YEN Province with the same combat battalions as listed; however, this effort
in south PHU YEN could be reinforced by the 18B NVA Regiment., This would bring
the strength of the enemy force to 7 combat battalions,

§. Continue harassment, terrorist and uncoventional
wvarfare activities throughout the province. The pontoon bridge at CQ 201351 is a
target of particular interest as is the largs bridge across the SONG BA River at
TUY HOA.

d. Conduct battalion sised attacks reinforced by local
forces on weakly detended district headquarters and outposts,

8+ Reinforce the TUY HOA Valley area with eluments of
the 18B NVA Regiment within 5 days.

(b) Summary of Operatiop: During the month of November 1967
the Brigade, less 4-503d Infantry, participated in Operation BOLLING until 5 No-
vember, From 5 November 1967 until 14 December 1967, 3-503d Infantry with D/16th
Armor continued Operation BOLLING while the rest of the Brigade participated in
Operation MACARTHUR. On 14 December 1957 the Brigade less 1-503d Infantry, 2-
503d Infantry, A-3-503d Infantry departed Operation BOLLING and moved to AO
DAZZLEM near AN KHE. The remaining units continued Operation BOLLING II. During
this reporting period of Operation BOLLING, Brigade units were involved in 239
incidents, 140 of wvhich were friendly initiated.

4
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J- Significant zontacta are listed below:

DATE LOCATION  FRIENDLLNIT ENEMY_FORCE BESULTS
13 Nov 67 CQ 041471  A-3-5C3d Infantry 16 vC 8 KIA
16 Nov 67 CQ 074524 D-3503d Irfantry 6 vC 4L KIA
22 Nov 67 BQ 889592 Dong Trs Spocial Forzes Camp 20 VC UNK
(csr)
22 Nov 67 BQ 926736 Dor(xgs;;'o Spacial Forces Camp 40 VC UNK
10 Dec 67 B-3-503d Infantry 3 NVA 3 KA
15 Dec 67 CQ 016467 A-3-5034 Infantry 3 NVA 3 KIA
22 Dec 67 BQ 918792 A-3-503d Infantry VC Platoon 21 KIA
27 Dec 67  BQ 904791 B&D-3-503d Infantry VC Company 69 KIA
7 Jan 68  BQ 821790 B-4-503d Infantry VC Squad 6 KIA
27 Jan 68  BQ 955593 E/20th Infantry (LRRP) 2 Ve 3 =
30 Jan 68 CQ 156473 C&D-4-5(3d Infantry NVA Battalion 77 KIA

4. The Battalion size attack on 30 January 1968 was
against the TUY HOA North Airfield occupied by C Battery, 6th Battalion, 32d
Artillery, The attack was launchsa by the 5th Battalion, 95th NVA Regiment.
C and D Companries, 4-503d Infen‘ry were committed on 30 Jenuary with the 47th
ARVN Regiment and Regionul Forces and °c-pu1ar Fcrces (RF/PF) supporting. Con-
tact continued until 311900 Jenuary. 7-.tal enemy losses by elemsnts of the
173d Airdborne Brigade: 77 NVA Kla (BC). 2 NVA POW.

(¢) Tecrain snd Weathec:

1. Terraln: Tha area of interest is located in PHU YEN
Province and is bounded by :ocrdinatss BQ 7000, BQ 7060, CQ 1060 and CQ 3000.
The eastern boundary is ths Scuth China Sea. Threo-fourthe of the area is moun-
tainous and forested. Most of tha remainder of the area is flat land used either
for cultivation of rice, or other lowlsnd crops. Along the coast there are rol-
1ing hills and sand dunes except where ths mcuntain cut croppings meet the sea.
Since most of the area consists of mcuntains and hills, there is no drainage
problem, The majcr drainage system is frrmed by the DA RANG or SONG BA River
and its tributaries. This rivar traverses the center of the A0 from west to
east. (BQ 7039 - CQ €346). The tributaries flow generally north - south de-
pending upon their location relative to the SONG BA. The river empties into the
South China Sea, Vegetation in the plains area is predominently rice fields.
Further inland, dense broadleaf v.vergreen forest covers the mountain ridges with
canopy rising in excess of 80 feet., Interprovincial Route 7B and Route 1 are
the main 1ines of communication in the area.

2- VYoather: The month of November, December and January
are months of the Northeast Monsoon season in the area of operations. Surface
winds during the period will prevail from the north-northeast. Wind speeds range
up to 16 knots. Winds gusting to 30 knots may be expected in the irmediate vi-
cinity of thunderstorms, along exposed locations during strong ncrtheasterly
flow, and area under the influence of typhoons or tropical storms. Calm condi-
tions are observed most frequently during night and early morning hours.

5
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Precipitation from mid-December to March is 1ight to moderate showers that ocour
in the mornings in the area of operstions. Periods of three to five days with-
out rain are common during the pericd., Cloudiness during the period includes
considerable cloudiness in the mornings with ceilings below 1000 feet common in
the exposed valleys. In general, the afternoons along the coast are partly
cloudy with most clouds above 2000 feet., The major effect of clouds on opera-
tions will occur during the early or mid-morning hours in the exposed coastal
area, Temperatures will range frcm 80 tc 70 degrees along the coast and from
88 to 60 degrees in the intericr. Relative hunidities are high throughout the
year. Mean monthly relative humidities are within the range of 70 to 90 percent.
In the northeast monscon the humidity aleng the northeast coast is about 91 per-
cent,

(d) The following is a list representing the enemy's order of

battle:

INIT & SIR SUB-WNITS RAIE & LOCATIQN HEAPONS
5th NVA Div (FwD) 95th NVA Regt Unlocated N/A
STR: UNK 18B NVA Regt

5th NVA Div (MAIN) 95th NVA Regt BQ 877238 (Div HQ) See subordinate units
STR: Approx 2960  18B NVA Reg. 1 Dec 67
Support Unita

95th NVA Regt 4th Bn BQ 947595 6-82mm mortars
STR: 1756 5th Bn 60mm mortars
6th Bn 6-12,7am AMMG's
95th Arty Bn 75um RR's
B-40 RL's
K-51 rifles
K-56 rifles
AK-47 rifles
SKS's
4~50cal HMG's
IMG's
6-DKZ's
4th Bn/95th Regt 1st Co £Q 055628 15-MC's
STR: 314 24 Co 22 Nov €7 27-AR's
3d Co 6-82mm mortars
4th Co 3-RR's
27-B-40 RL's
27-T65 (GL)
5th Bn/95th Regt 5th Co €Q 0146 15-MG's
S8TR: 309 6th Co 20 Nov 67 27-AR'S
7th Co 9-SMG*'S
8th Co 6-82mm mortars
3-RR's
27-B-40 RL's
27-T65 (BL)
6th Bn/95th Regt 9th Co CQ 30487 4M1945 MG's
STR: 39% 10th Co 1 Dec 67 3-75am RR's
11th Co 3-82mm mortars
12th Co 9-MG's (Chicom)
27-B-,0 RL's
6
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INIT & STR SUB-UNITS RATE & LQCATION MEAPQNS
30th MF Bn 1st Co BQ 9236 3-60mm mortars
STR: 250 3d Co 1 Dec 67 412,70m MG's
5th Co 3-57mm RR'S
7th Co 2-B-40 RL's
9th Co Various Small Arms
85th LF Bn DK-2 Co Unlocated 8lmm mortars
STR: 300 DK~4 Co 60om mortera
PK-6 Co STem RR's
DK-8 Co MG's
or (poss 1lst 30cal MG's
thru 5th Co) Individual wpne
K-65 Engr (Sapper) Co's UNK Unlocated 3-BAR's
Co STR: UNK Poss 5 Co's 9-B-40 RL's
15-AK-,7"s
24~ CKC's
75 Xilo INT
Hand grenades
K-76 Engr (Sapper) WK Unlocated AK-47's
Co STR: UNK CKC's
AR's
B-40 RL's
BAR's
Ea pit has 20 anti-per
mines

Co has at least 150
kilo of TNT at all

times.

3778 LF Co UNK Unlccated UNK
STR: UNK
95th Arty Bn B-14 Co Unlocated 4 120mn mortars
68tn Regt Tth Co 4~75%m RR's
STR: Approx 150 8th Co 20-9MG's

21~ AK-L7's

37-sKS's

(3) Operatiop WALKER (Also called DAZZLEM)

(a) mmmmxuzynm The deployment of a
one battalion size task force for defence of AN KHE/Camp Radcliff area occured 17

January 1968, Although the enemy possesses the capability of launching a regi-
mental sisze attack against Camp Radcliff, the probability is unlikely. However,
the enemy is expected to continue limited size attacks against Camp Radcliff,

the VINH TRANH CIDG Camp and Highway 19. The enemy in the past has experienced a
good deal of success in conducting mortar and recoilless rifle attacks against
Canp Radcliff, The enemy nov has 122mn rocket capability, In recent months con-
tacts vith VC company, platoon and squad size elements have been reported in the
Camp Radcliff area and in the outlying TAOR, Additionally, enemy elements in bat-
talion strength have recently been reported as moving through the TAOR and/ or
preparing to conduct effensive operations against installations in the TAOR. The
enemy has the capabllity to:

1. The enemy can conduct a limited ground attack on Camp
Radcliff supported with crew served weapons.

.
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2+ The enemy can conduct attacks on isolated posts with
at least & company size force.

3. The enemy can conduct isolated mining, sabotage and
terrorist activities against outposts within the AO along Highway 19,

(b) Significant contacts wvhich have occurred during the re-
porting period are listed below:

At 0100 hours on 26 January 1968, Perimeter D Ring ER
484448 was penetrated by an estimated VC platoon, AN KHE Airfield was attacked
by 60mm mortars and ground forces of the H-15 VC LF Battalion., Results: 13 VC
KIA (BC), 1 NVA PW WIA.

(c) Terraip: Generally, the A0 is two high river valleys
defined by the IA KROM and DAXK AYUNH Rivers and by three mountain ridges: KONG
GRANG on the west, CHU TOMACH in the contral portion of the A0 and the high moun-
tains along the PLEIKU-BINH DINH Province border. Average elsvation of the river
valleys is between 500 - 700 meters. The high hills have an averege elevation of
1200 meters., The vegetation of the river valleys is primarily composed of two
multi canopied dense undergrowth fore¢st and single canopied light undergrowth
forest, The dense undergrowth is found on the more rugged mountainous terrain,
The light undergrowth forest is predominate throughout the river valleys, High-
vay 19 is the principle road in the area. It is an all weather loose surface
road, two to three lanes wide. Highway 19 runs east - west through the center
of the A0, The other roads in the area are unimproved dirt roads, useable only
during fair weather.

(d) The following is a list representing the enemy's order of

battle:
UNIT & STR SUR-UNITS IQCATIN MEAPQNS
407th Sapper Bn 1st Co, AKA 41st, PLEIKU Province 3-8lmm mortars .
STR: 300 K40 2-60mm mortars
2d Co, AKA 42d, K50 3-57am RR's
3d Co, AKA 34, D60 3-B-40 RL's
4th Co, AKA 44ith, 26 AK-47's
K70(82mm mortars) 4L6-CKC carbines
5th Co, AKA 45th, 9-RPD IMG
K80 3-Auto rifles
H-15 LF Bn Cl Co, AKA 316 PLEIKU Province 82mn mortars
STR: 400 C2 Co, AKA 317 60rm mortars
C3 Co, AKA 318 75mm RR's
C4 Co, AXKA 319 MG
SMG
Small arms
5th Bn 95B Regt WNK UNK WK
STR: WNK
12/th Mortar Co UNK UNK L~82nm mortar
STR: UNK
D-26 LF Co UNK Southwest of UNK
STR: 87 AO DAZZLEM
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b, Enemy personnel losses for the reporting period were as followss
QPN POLLING  OPN MACARTHUR  OFN WALKER  BRIGARE TOTAL

NVA/NC KIA (BC) 283 740 13 985
NVA/VC P 29 1 2 42
Civil Defendants 126 0 0 126
Ralliers 0 1 0 1
Returnees 3 0 0 k)
NVA/VC KIA (POSS) 30 44 1 75

c. Enemy equipment/suppliss/installation losses for the reporting
period were as follows:

OPN DOLLING QPN MACARTHUR QPN WALKER  BRIGADE TOTAL

YMEAPONS

AK-47 rifles 7 62 0 6
AK-50 rifles 1 6 0 7
Sxs VA 20 0 34
M16 0 3 0 3
CAR-15 0 1 0 1
Carbines 10 2 1 13
MG 0 13 0 13
Pistols 3 0 0 3
Misc Small Arms 22 89 3 114
RPD-2 MG o ) 0 6
IMG (o} 4 0 4
NG 0 1l 0 )
B-40 Rkt Launcher 0 8 0 8
RPG Rkt Launcher 0 10 0 10
60mm Mortars 0 3 0 3
82mm Mortars 0 1 0 1l
12283 Rkt w/launcber 0 1 0 1
AR(RITION, MINES and ESPIOSIVES

Small Arms Rounds 3617 4255 106 7978
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QPN DOLLING QPN MACARTHUR  OFN WALKER  IRIGADE TOTAL

Hand Grenades 166 298 2 466
Rifle Grenades 0 47 0 'y
M-79 Rounds 25 o 0 25
60om Mortar Rounds 0 235 0 235
82am Mortar Rounds 39 27 0 66
60mm Fuses 0 32 0 32
B-40 Rockets 8 13 0 21
RPG-2 Rockets 0 16 0 16
12.7am Rounds 0 80 0 80
57em RR Rounds 0 1 0 1
Mines, AT 2 27 0 29
(9):1] 0 2 0 2
Explosive, lbs 16 2, 0 40
Blasting Caps 1 0 0 1
Bangalore ‘;orpdmn 4 0 0 4
105 Howitser Rounds 3 0 0 3
Butterfly Bomb 1 0 0 1
ANSTALLATIONG

Huts 103 18 0 121
Piring Positions 0 36 0 36
Bunkers 1m 24 0 201
e

Rice, lbs 11576 3891 0 15467
Corn, lbs 145 0 0 145
Beans, lbe 20 0 0 20
Bananas, 1lbs 5 0 0 5
Peanuts, 1be 120 0 0 120
Salt, 1bs 155 0 Y 155
Covs 17 0 0 17
Chickens 11 0 0 1
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QPN BOLLING  OPN MACARTHUR  OFM WALKER  BRIGADE 10T, .

Pigs 12 0 0 12
Mics Food, 1lbs 200 0 0 200
MLSCELLANEQUS

Field Kitchen 0 1 0 1
Shovel 1 2 0 3
Canteels 8 8 0 16
Machetes 1 2 0 3
Clothing, 1be 204 26 0 230
Rucksacks 58 36 3 &
Ponchos 18 3 0 2
Binoculars 3 2 0 5
Web Cear, lbs 7 53 0 60
SA Magaszines 5 22 0 27
Medical Supplies, lbe 15 4 0 19
Morphine, Bottles 2 2 0 4
Carrying Bags 8 0 0 8
Civilian Radio 3 0 0 3
Commo Wire 3 0 0 3
Sampans 6 0 0 6
Plows 11 o 0 1
Rice Polishing Machines 4 0 o 4
Grinding Machine 1 0 0 1
W Piasters $11,955 o 0 $11,965
Chemical Detection Set 0 b 0 1
Field Telsphone 0 2 0 2
Gas Mask 0 3 0 3
Uniforms 9 10 3 22
Shovels 0 U 0 7
Helmets, Steel 0 3 (o] 3
Compass 0 2 (0] 2
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OFN POLLING  QFN MACARTHUR  OFN WALKER  BRIGADE TOTAL

Radio, Type 71B 0 1 0 1
(Russian)

Tripod, 82mm Mortsr 0 1 0 1l

M-16 Magasine 20 15 0 35

Knives 1 1 0 2

Cooking Utensils J 0 0 3

4. GCombet Operations:

Q?m;: The Brigade continued to conduct combat and Revolutionary De-
velopment (Civil Affairs and Civic Action) operations designed to locate and des-
troy Viet Cong/NVA Forces, logistical installations and to further reduce his
hold on the Vietnamese people.

November

The 1734 Airborne Brigade (Seperate) minus the 3d Battalion, 503d Infan-
try and Company D/16th Armor disengaged itself on orders and deployed by air from
Operation BOLLING in the TUY HOA area to Operation MACARTHUR in the DAX TO area
of the CENTRAL HIGHLANDS. The Brigade (-) conducted search and destroy opera-
tions in the II CORPS TACTICAL ZONE, vicinity of DAK TO during the month of Novenm-
ber (Operation MACARTHUR). The 3d Battalion, 503d Infantry with D/16th Armor and
eupporting Brigade elements conducted search and deatroy operations (Operation
BOLLING) in the IXI CORPS TACTICAL ZONE, vicinity of TUY HOA during the month of
November,

On 31 October, the 4~503d Infantry and Battery B, 3-319th Artillery were
alerted while on operations west of TUY HOA to prepare for movement to the DAK TO/
DAK SEANG area north of KONTUM in the CENTRAL HIGHLANDS. The "vigade had pre-
viously been in this area on Operation GREELEY which had termi..ited on 14 October
1967. Intelligence sources had indicated that a large NVA force was poised north
of the EONTUM area and planned assaults on Special Forces and CIDG forces would
center around the DAK TO/DAK SEANG aree., At 1100 hours, 1 November, Task Force
4-5034 Infantry departed TUY HOA for KONTIM by C-130 aircraft and closed DAK TO
by 1715 hours the following day. The 4-503d Inf and B-3-319th Arty then came
under the operational control of the lst Brigade, 4th Infantry Division and be-
gan operations in AO FALCON around Fire Support Base (FSB) #12, Search and des-
troy missions were conducted on the 3d, 4th and 5th but the battalion made no
significant contact. Meanwhile, on 5 November, the remainder of the 173d Airborne
Brigade (Separate) (-), prepared for deployment to the DAK 10 area in accordance
with instructions received the night before. Beginning at 0750 hours, the 1-
503d Inf and C-3-319th Arty vere 1lifted out of AD GANDER directly to the airfield
at TUY HOA SOUTH. These units were then airlifted into KONTUIM., Throughout the
rest of the day, the 2-503d Inf and A-3-319th Arty continued to 1lift from their
A0 back to PHU HIEP,

By the morning of the 6th, the situation around DAK 70 was such that the
1ft of the 2-50ed Inf and other Brigade elements wvas diverted directly to DAK
T0. The 1-5034 Inf companies helilifted to FSB 12 and the trains came by road
from KONTQM to the DAK 10 area, positioning one company at FSB 13 and the Battalion
(=) at FSB 12, relieveing the 4-503d Inf,

On 6 November, D-4-503d Inf and 3 platoons frow A-4=503d Inf made con-

tact vith an estimated NVA compeny while moving overland from FSB 13 towards Hill
823 (YB 853187). The contact lasted from approximately 1300 hours until 1800
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hours resulting in 7 US KHA and 19 US WHA. Enemy losses were set at 40 NVA KIA
and 50 NVA KIA (POSS), During the same day B-4-503d Inf conducted a heliborne
assault on Hil1l 823 at 1430 hours after extensive artillery and TAC Alir prepar-
ation, They made heavy contact with NVA forces shortly afterwards and attacks
on their hilltop perimeter lasted throughout the night. C-1~503d Inf helilifted
from FSB 12 to Hill 823 at 1300 hours closing at 1345 hours, They became OPCOM
to the 4-503d Inf, That day B & C-4-503d Inf and C-1~503d Inf swept the hill-
side and investigated an enemy base camp at YB 853187, Total results from Hill
823 were as follows: 86 NVA KIA (BC), 1 NVA POW, 5, small arms captured, 4 crew
served veapons, 6 rocket launchers, 200 small arms rounds, 210 Chicom grenades
captured, US losses were 9 KHA, 15 WHA, For the next few days the Brigade con-
ducted search and destroy operations with minor contact,

On 11 November, at 0830 hours, A-1-503d Iaf engaged an estimated NVA
company at YB 845185 receiving heavy machinegun and mortar fire, D & D-4-5034
Inf moved to reinforce A Company and made heavy contact with an estimated NVA
battalion (YB 825184), Both C & D-4~503d Inf received mortar fire, Countermor-
tar fire vas initiated, C-4-503d Inf (OPCON to 1-503d Inf) linked up with C & D=
45034 Inf and captured 2 NVA POW's, A-1-503d Inf remained in contact wntil 1630
hours, Cumilative results, Enemy casualties - 142 NVA KIA (BC), 2 NVA POM'sg,
US casualties were 20 US KHA, 154 "2 #'A and 2 US MHA,

On 12 November, A-1-503d Inf made contact with 6 or 7 NVA in bunkers (YB
835183) resulting in 6 NVA KIA (BC). US casualties: 3 US WHA, Weapons captureds
2 AK-47 rifles, 1 SKS carbine, 1 field telephone, 1 flare gun, 1 tripon for 12,7mm
AA machine and 30 rounds of 12,7mm ammunition, A-2-503d Inf made heavy contact
(YB 810151) with an estimated company sise force dug in, At FSB 16 (YB 814155)
B-2-503d Inf was attacked by elements of the NVA company and brought under mortar
attack, C-2-503d Inf reinforced B-2-503d Inf and the enemy broke contact. Re-
sults: 4 NVA KIA (BC). US losses: 1 US KHA, 36 US WHA.

On 13 November, 1-503d Inf located 51 NVA bodies, 1 B-40 rocket launcher,
1 carbine, 11 AK-47 rifles, 4 RPG machineguns and 5 SKS rifles at YB 825185 as a
result of the contact on 11 November. 3-503d Inf made contact wvith an estimated
NVA company west of FSB 16 at YB 808149, The contact lasted two hours resulting
in 10 US KHA, 20 US WHA and 6 US MHA with enemy casvalties uninown, C-2-503d Inf
vas attacked by an unknown sise enemy force at YB 815150 which broke contact after
an hour with negative friendly casualties.

During the period 1; through 18 November, the battalions continued search
and destroy operations, NVA elements engaged during this period were either pla-
toon sise or smaller., Paratroopers continued to find NVA bodies and equipment as
a result of the 11 - 13 November contact, During this period Brigadd elements lo-
cated or kdlled 37 NVA, captured 4 POW's and had 1 CHIEU HOI swrrender. A total
of 27 mall arms, 7 B-40 rocket launchers, 3 SKS rifles, 9 AK-47 rifles, 70 small
arms rounds, 30 grenades and one 12,7mm AA machinegun with 50 rounds of ammunition,
7 rifls grenades, 11 60mm mortar rounds and 2 USSR carbines were captured.

On 18 November at 1400 hours, A-1-503d Inf made contact with an estimated
company sise faroe at YB 893160 and vas reinforced by C & D-1-503d Inf, A-1-503d
Inf fought off several successive platoon size attacks and received rorcst fire
oausing casualties, Air and artillery supported. At about 1900 hours, all firing
osased, Resultss 2 US KHA, 26 US WHA and 2 US MHA, Enemy onsualties were 51 NVA
KIA (BC). At 1045 hours, & MIKE Special Forces company under the operational con-
trol of the 3-503d Inf, made contact on the southern slopes of Hill 875 (YB 797%-
133). As a result of this contact, the 3-503d Inf was diverted and ordered to
assault Hill 875 on the morning of 19 November,

After artillery and air preparation, the 2d Battalion assaulted Hill 875

vith C & D-2-503d Inf abreast with A Company covering the rear and flanks, At
1100 hours, vhile advancing in column, the two lead companies made contact with
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well ocamouflaged NVA in bunkers and trenches, The two companies pushad forward
slovly against heavy small arms, hachinegun, B-40 rocket and 57mm recoiless
rifle fire, while A Company kept the rear and flanks secure and began prepara-
tion of an LZ at the bottom of the hill, At 1430 hours, a two company NVA force
attacked the rear and flanks of A Company, forcing them up the hill into D and C
Companies perimeter. D and C Companies disengaged from the front and helped
repel the attack from the rear, That night a misplaced bomb fell on the CP,
killing and wounding mny. 1LT Bart O'leary, although wounded and temporarily
deaf, took command of the battalion, Total casualties for the day were 46 US
KHA, 71 US WHA and 32 US MHA. Enemy casualties were 51 NVA KIA (BC). Three
pslicopters were shot down vhile supporting thig action,

The next morning the 2-503d Inf underwent a short mortar attack, B-4~
503d Inf departed PSB 16 on foot with A & C-4-503d Inf following as & relief
farce, At 1700 hours, after a round about advance to avoid ambush, B-4-503d Inf
linked up with the 2d Battalion, A & C-4-5034 Inf linked up the 2-503d Inf later
in the evening after dark., Casualty figures for the 20th were: 36 US KHA, 41
US WHA and 17 US MHA, Enemy losses were 39 NVA KMA (BC). Two helicopters were
shot down while supporting this days action.

The 2-503d Inf began to extract wcunded i'rom the battle .rea on 21 No-
vember, Artillery and eirstrikes were directed onto Hill 875 throughout the
xorning and early afterncon, At 1500 hours, B-4-50)d Inf with A Company sup-
porting ite left fienk and C Company supporting its right flank, assaulted the
hil it ., After severai h urs of bitter fighting, darkness forced tha para-
tronpers to withdraw for the night. Casuslties for ths day wers 7 US KHA, 45
US WHA and 2N US MHA, Eprmy cvsualtics wers undetermined,

During the entire day of <2 Nuveambyr, artillery and TAC Air pounded
Hi1l 875. &Zl«ments of B-4-503d Inf located a total of 73 NVA bodies and a mmall
anount of enemy equipment, B-1-12th Cavlary conductsd s combat assault onto an
LZ at YB 800127, From thare they btmgin movament towards Hill 875,

At 1109 hours, 23 Noveaber, the three coapanies from the 4-503d Inf
again assaulted Hill 873, By 1140 hours, after fighting through sniper and mor-
tar firs. they had taken the top of the hill, D/1/12th Cav also assaulted the.
hill and linked up with the 4-503d Inf by 1153 hours. During the afternoon, the
4 503d Inf received mortar fire resulting in 7 US XHA and 28 US WHA, Total re-
sults for Hill 875 are as followe: 298 NVA KIA (EC), 60 grenades, 3, small arms,
3 B-40 rosket launchers, 1 82mm mortar, 1 60mm mortar, 6 B-40 rockets, 30 60mm
sortar rounds and 14 82mm mortar rounds captured, US losses were: 107 US KHA,
282 US WHA and 1C US MHA for tha entlre period of the battle of Hill 875,

Froa 2/ November through the end of the month, the Brigade's elements
continued to conduct search and destroy operations in their assigned area of opera-
tion, On 27 November, 4-3-319th Arty received 25 to 30 82m wortar rounds re-
sulting in 1 US WHA, Other than this, there was negative significant contact,
Brigade elemsnts continued to find NVA bodies and equipment as a result of the
months contacts,

The 3-503d Inf and D-16th Armor continued Operation BOLLING, During
BOLLING the Brigade was involved Zn 40 incidents, 28 of which were friendly ini-
tiated, Most contscts during the period were with squad sise or smaller elements.
Contact was made on 13 November at CQ 041471 by A-3-5034 Inf with a 16 man VC
force, B-3-5n"Q Inf engaged 6 VC at CQ 07452, on 16 November, The DONG TRE
Special Forces Camp CSF engaged 20 VC at CQ 889592 and 40 VC at BQ 962736 on 22
November., Enemy losses for the month of November are as follows: 8 NVA/VC KIA
(BC), 17 NVA/VC KIA (POSS), 2 NVA/VC POW's, 3 Civil Defendents, 4 Returnees and
1 AX-50 machinegun captured. The 3-503d Inf and D-16th Armor continued search
and destroy operation on Operation BOLLING in the TUY HOA area.
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Security in the Brigade Rear Area (AN IHE) was provided by the 173d Sup-
port Battalion, Operations during the month were supported by 256 TAC sorties
and 127 FAC missions, droppirg a total of 981 tons of ordnance, Supporting artil-
lery (3-319th Arty and B-2-19th Arty) fired a total of 1,47, missions expending a
total of 46,429 rounds of smmunition, The Brigade Aviation Platoon (Casper),
335th Assault Helicopter Company (DS), 52d Aviation Ba:taliovn (GS), 4th Aviation
Battalion (GS), and the lst Cavalry Division (Arimobile) supported all opera-
tions, A statistical breakdown of their sctivities follows:

Iypes of Missiona Sorties

cmht “.‘ult [ ] ] . [ ] L] * [ ] L] L L L] [ ] . [ ] L] * [ ] * L] ® [ 4 9‘3
Armed Helicopf,er e 5 0 06 0 06 0 0 06 06 0 6 0 0 o 8 06 0 0 0 402
Relupply Boliollolel 15, ol s s N Nelucl ilhels Motls, s loolis Nol s 334
Command and Liaison . o ¢« 2 o ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 060000+ 0 1119
Aerial Reconnalssance . ¢ ¢ o ¢ o 0 ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 6 06 00 0 0 %
Puychological Operltionl e e e o6 00000 esss00e0
Aerial ObNOIvVOr . ¢ ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o o ¢ 06 06 06 0 00 ¢ 00 0 126
Total Hours F1oWn , ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o ¢ 06 06 06 8 ¢ @ 3653
Total P‘..‘.ng.r' e o 0o 0 0 0 0 0 s s s 0 0 0 s s e e s 22500
Total Tons of cu‘o ol o 15 ars o e lol ol ol oille ool s s s 3700

Operations during the month of November resulted in the following VC/ANVA
and friendly casualties:

YC/NVA Loases US Loggeg
KIA (VC) o ¢ ¢ o o o 1720 KA. o s 192
KIA (POSS) o ¢ o o o o 40 WHA o o o o o o » 642
Returnees . . . . . . 4 ML :ooooeo 15
Ralliers « o ¢ ¢ o o o 1 Non-Battle

Injured... 33
Detainees oooooou

Docember

During the month of December, the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) (-)
continued Operation MACARTHUR in the II CORPS TACTICAL ZONE. From 1 - 14 Decem-
ber 1967 the Brigade (-) conducted operations west of the DAK TO area in KONTUM
Province in the CENTRAL HIGHLANDS, while the 3-503d Inf and D-16th Armor contin-
ued Operation BOLLING in the vicinity of TUY HOA.

During the period 1 - 14 December the Brigade (~) maintained intermit-
tent contact in the DAK TO area with small groups of NVA who usually fled to
avoid contact., On 1 December, LRRP Team E engaged an unknown sige eneuy force
(vic YB 866326) resulting in 3 NVA KIA (BC) and 3 AK-47 weapons captured. PSB
12 received 9 mortar rounds, wounding 2 men early in the morning of 2 December,
After the mortar attack the enemy managed to avoid contact with searching para-
troopers until 9 December when LRRP Team A ambushed an 8 man VC patrol at YB
964288, resulting in 5 VC KIA and 5 weapons captured. The next day D-1-503d
Inf made contact with an estimated NVA platoon near YB 832296, Artillery and
mortars were fired in support and the NVA broke contact leaving one deac behind.
At dusk (1850 hours) 12 December, 173d Airborne elements at DAK TO (elements of
the Support Battalion, 4-5031 Inf and 3-319th Arty) received 20 - 30 incoming
mortar rounds killing 3 and wounding four, Artillery was fired in return and
airstrikes were called vith unknown results. On 14 December the Brigade (-) re-
turned to PHU HEIP leaving the 1-503d Inf and 2-503d Inf in the DAK TO/KONTOM
area under the operational control of the Commanding General, 4th Infantry

15
CONF IDENTIAL



A s CONFIDENTIAL Tr
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

Division, The 3-503d Inf, 4-503d4 Inf and Camp Strike Foroe units OPCON to the
Brigade oontinued search and destroy opsrations in their area of operations,
D-l.zth Armor oconducted convoy security between TUY HOA and VONG RO and acted as
Brigede reaction force, Brigade elements maintained daily ocontact with VC/NVA
forces operating in the TUY HOA/PHU HEIP area, hovever, the enemy was almost
alvays found in sma!l groups, seldom lurger than squad sise, The largest enexy
oontaoct took place 27 Deocember when the 3-503d Inf conducted a four compmy com-
bat assault into the mountainous area north of the SONG KY LO River, C-3-503d
Inf completed its assault at 0911 bours into an LZ in the vicinity of BQ 874790,
They were preceded by airstrikes and artillery, C Co received fire on the L2
and engaged the enemy with wmknown results until they were extracted at 1553 hours.
B-3-503d Inf made a combat assault into an LZ at BQ 883808 wvhich alvo was pre-

by air and artillery, They moved sonth and made light contact with 3 VC,
D-3-503d Inf came into their LZ (BQ 903793) at 1120 hours. As they moved north
they came under fire from the northeast, east and southeast, D Company returnsd
fire ard was supported by air and artillery initially killing 5 NVA, B-3-5034
Inf wvas moved south to t and closed on D Company at 1700 hours., A-3-503d
Inf assaulted into an 1Z (BQ 900784) at 1200 hours and immediately received fire
from the vest, east and south, One belicopter making the final approach received
beavy fire, landed on the LZ and tarned. A Company called in air and artillery
support and after forming a perimeter they cleared the surrounding woodlines of
snipers and knocked out three bunkers on the eastern side of the LZ in a trisk
fire fight. The enemy was estimated to be one company, D-4-503d Inf (the Brigade
Reaction Foros) conducted a combat assault into an LZ (BQ 918775) at 1437 hours
and moved to reinforoe A-3-503d Inf., The enemy conducted hand grenade and bhar-
assing attacks against the different companies perimeter during the night. The
eneny broke contact end the 3-503d Inf continued search and destroy operations.
Results of the contact on 27 and 28 December were: US; 12 KHA and 36 WHA,
Enemy; 69 VC/MVA KIA (BC). Operations during the month of December 1967 were
supported by 496 TAC sorties and 185 FAC -sorties, A total of 1100,25 tons of
ordnunce was dropped by Air Porce fighter bombers. Supporting artillery (3-
319th Arty) fired a total of 699 missions and expended 14,562 rounds, The Bri-
gade Aviation Platoon (Casper) supported all opsrations. A statistical report
of their activities follows:

11D Missicns sSexties Misslons
R.NPP]J e s o0 o v o 0o 0 s 000006 0s 000 o0 800,,.31
Command and Control . . ¢ ¢ o o ¢ 0o 0 600600 1175 0 ¢ o ‘m
Maintenano® . « « « ¢ o & e 06 o 0000 0c0s 0 0250 ,.,.152
Total Hours Yo ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o 600
Total len‘orl o 0o 06 06 00 06 0 0 0 0 666
Oi-13 Misgiona Sorties Missionz
Command and Control . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 06 6 0 060 0 o 1%6 e o o 375
Maintenance . ® o 6 9 06 0 0 6 6 06 0 06 0.0 6 0 0 0 265 o o o 165
Total Hours FIOWD ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o 6 o o o » 555
Total P‘.“w. e 6 06 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0 ?45

Total 7.62m ammo .mm.d ® 060 06 06 0 0 06 06006060 0 0 0 23,” rounds

Operations during the month of December 1967 resulted in the following VC/
NVA and friendly casualties:

YC/NVA losses US Losseg
n‘(m)ooooo.ln moooooooool9
KA(POS8) . o o000 O WHA o ¢ o ¢ 0000 0 52
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YCAIVA losses Us Losses
Ci"..;D.f.lﬂ.ntl..,lﬂ MHA e s 00006060 0
Returnees . . ¢« o« . « 1 Nop-Battle Dead ... O
POV o 6 @ © o ¢ o 0 @ 16 uon'&ttl. Inj‘n’d PR 15
January

During the month of January 1968, the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate)
(=) continued Operation BOLLING in the vicinity of TUY HOA on the coast of the
South China Sea and in the mountain area in the vicinity of DONG TRE Special
Forces Camp, Task Force POWERHOUSE composed of the 1-503d4 Inf, 2-503d Inf, A-
3-319th Arty and B-3-319th Arty commanded by Colonel John J, Powers Jr. (Deputy
Brigade Commander) remained in the KONTUM area of the CENTRAL HIGHLANDS under
the operational control of the Commanding General,. 4th Infantry Division,

In January the Brigade maintained a TAC CP at DONG TRE to direct search
and destroy operations wvith the 3-503d Inf and 4-503d Inf, USSF's CSF companies
conducted search and destroy operations and local security of rice harvest opera-
tions., Task Force MITCHELL (D-16th Armor and E-17th Cav) conducted local secur~
ity and convoy security as required. B-5-27th Arty and A-6-32d Arty were attached
to the Brigade on 2 January 1968, Brigade elements maintained daily contact with
NVA/VC forces operating in the area, howvever, the enemy was almost alvays found
in small groups, seldom large: than squad sisze, Throughout the month, Brigade
elemonts uncovered enemy rice supplies and small base areas; mumerous NVA/VC were
killed in small skirmishes. IFFV's Company E, 20th Infantry LRFP (attached to
the Brigade) under the direction of the Brigade S2 deployed it's LRRP teams al-
.most daily for recon.aissance and intelligence missions, B-5-27th Arty and A-
6-32d Arty left Brigade attachment on 10 and 17 January respectively, vhile C-
6-16th Arty vas attached to the Brigade from 10 January to 21 January 1968, On
11 J. auary C-4-503d Inf, 2 CSF Companies armed propaganda platoons (TUY HOA),
elements of the 172d MI Detachment, 173d Airborne Brigade and one platoon of the
1734 Engineer Company conducted a cordon and search of the PAU XAUN 1 Village (BQ
G071). The operation screened 1150 personnel and evacuated 39 suspects to TUY
HOA for interrogation, Under instructions from IFFV the 3-503d Inf deployed from
the TUY HOA area to AN KHE assuming responsibility for the base defense of CAMP
RADCLIFF and operations in A0 DAZZLEM. The deployment was deaignated Operation
WALKER, Operation BOLLING continued with the Brigade minus its units involved
in Operation WALKER and those OPCON to the 4th Inf Div, At 0100 hours a platoon
of the K-15 VC LF Battalion supported by 60mm mortars penetrated the perimeter D
Rong (BR 484448) at Camp RADCLIFF and attacked the AN KHE Airfield. The 3-503d
Inf's reaction force killed 13 VC (BC) and captured 1 PON, The next day, 27 Jan-
uary, the 173d Airborne Brigae's LRRP platoon departed FHU HEIP for AN KHE and
became OPCON to the 3-503d Inf, C-4-503d Inf received 20 - 25 rounds of mortar
fire on their night (aager site (CQ 017491) while conducting a searci. and destroy
operation, Countermirtar and artillery was fired with unknown results. At 0410
hours 30 January, C-5-32d Artillery requested a reaction foros to assist in de-
fending their FSB lccated at the TUY HOA North Airfield (vic (Q 152482), D-4-
503d Inf moved in 17 helicopter and cleared the FSB and then bscame heavily en-
gaged with an NVA force in a village to the south, D-4-503d Inf later reinforced
by C-4~503d Inf and supported by elemesnts of the 47th ARVN Regiment, encircled
the village and after heavy fighting and airstrikes the village was taken cn 31
Janwry, The NVA unit (5th Battalion, 95th NVA Regiment) suffered over 200 KIA
in the two day battle; the 173d Airborne Brigade was credited with 77 of the NVA
KIA. Operations during the month of January 1968 were supported by 223 TAC sor-
ties, 257 FAC sorties. A total of 353,75 tons of ordance was dropped by Alir
Foros fighter bombers. Supporting artillery (3-319th Arty and attached units)
fired a total of 946 missions expending 12,412 rounds. The drigade Aviation
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Platoon (Casper) supported all operations. A statistical report of their actiw
ities followst

Ul-1D Missions Soxties Missions
Resupply 845 303
Command and Control 1180 402
Maintenanoce 175 85
Total Hours Flown 690

Total Passengers 930

Q12 Missions Sorties Misaicns
Coumand and Control 1500 433
Maintenance 223 169
Total Hours Flown 473

Total Passengers 400

Total 7.62nan ammo expended: 25,349

Operations during the month of Jaruary 1968 resu’.’ sd in the following VC/NVA
and friendly casualties:

YCANA Losaes
KIA(B”) .. ... .12 KHA . ¢ o o0 o0 28
VCANVAPN ., .... 25 WHA .. ... o o o 108
MHA . ¢ ¢ oo o o043
Non-Battle Dead , ., . 0
Non-Battle Injured . .22
5. ZIraining:

a., During the reporting period the 173d Airborne Brigade continued to
conduct jungle warfare training of newly arrived replacements. In the past
three months the jungle school has occuppied a new site, rebuilt the present
physical plant and constructed a complute VC/NVA base camp that is used in con-
Junction wvith the jungle warfare course. The VC/NVA base camp demonstrates VC/
NVA mines and boobytraps, boobytrap detection and searching techniques employed
in VC/ANVA base camps. All students are required to negotiate a boobytrapped
trail and clear a VC base camp and tunnel system of bo-bytraps. A breakdown of
personnyl trained by month follows:

(1) November , . » « 16 Officers o o 0 o 627 Enlisted Men

(2) December , . « o 10 Officers . . « » 527 Enlisted Men and an
additional 40 enlisted men from the lst Logisticel Command,

(3) Jm ....;OOffioorl..-..”ll’l.EnliltodH.nmdm
additional 79 enlisted men from other units,

b, Captain Paul H, Davin took over as commandant of the Brigade's
Jungle School on 11 December 1967,

¢, Depending upon the availability of aircraft, the weekly field op-
eration has included an airmobile assault,

18
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6. Pavchological Op»rations and Civic Actiont

a. November:

(1) Revolutionary Developments: On the 2d of November through the
6th of November, crops were gathcred and harvested by refugees from the village
of PHU SEN near TUY HOA. From (6) six to eight (8) 2§ ton trucks were used during
the above dates to transport the refugees from TUY HOA North Refugee Center to the
area where the crops were harvested, The crops harvested and the food gathered by
the refugees is listed bulow:

m c. [ ] L] L] L] * L] L] [ ] . L ] L4 L] * * 0 L[] L] 21 ’ m 1“
COPl ¢ v o ¢ ¢ 2 6 0606060 060606 cesee & » 000 lbs
Poum. L] [ ] L] . [ ] . [ [ ] L] L] L] [ ] L] L] L] L] [ ] sw 1“
Bananas o ¢ 06 0 0 5 0 ¢ @ 0 ¢ 8 0 0 e 0 @ 1.00 lb.
Pe POETB o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 06 o o 0 ¢ o 0 0 o o 150 1bs
B‘rl‘y * 0 6 0 0 o s 0060 00606090000 120 1bs
TOb‘COO ¢« o 0o o r e 0 8 o 0 & 0 0 0 s ¢ ¢ o 50 lb’

(2) Psychological Operations: A total of 3,566,000 leaflets were
dropped in the 3-503d Inf's AO for this month, Approximately seven hours of
psychological warfere tapes were also played during the month,

(3) Civic Action:

(a) MEDCAP treated a total of 1,80 patients,

(b) Distribution for the month of Novembar was as follows:

mc‘ . . L] L[] L] . L] . L] [ ] [ ] [ ) L] L ] L[] [ ] L) L[] ll’wo 1“
corn [ ] [ ] . * L] [ ] L] L] L] * L] [ ] [ ] L ] [ ] L] L] [ ] L ] m 1“
Potatoes « o o o ¢« ¢ o ¢ o 06 06 06 060 00 0 o 500 1bs
Soda (Fertiliur) o o6 0 06 0 06 0 06 0 0 0 0 @ 100 1bs

b. December:

(1) Fsychological Operations: A total of 4,510,000 leaflets wers
dropped in the Brigade A0 during the month, Approximately 10 hours of Psy Ops
tapes were played in conjunction with the leaflet drops.

(2) Civic Action:

(a) MEDCAP treated 995 patients in PHU YEN Province.

(v) 5CO pounds of food and 20 pounds of clothing were distri-
buted to refugees ot CHOP CHI Refugee Center on 25 December.

(c) 100 1bs of captured rice was returned to GVN control,
c. Janyary:

(1) Psychological Operations: A total of 12,907,000 leaflets were
dropped in the Brigade AO during the month and approximately 114 hours of Psy
Ops tapes were played in conjunction with the lsaflet drops,.

(2) | Civic Action:

(a) MEDCAP treated 1,107 patients.

(b) 30 pounds of food and 50 1bs of clothing ere distributed
to RF/PF dependents at DONG XUAN District Headquarters and 15 lhs of clothing
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were distributed to refugees at CHOP CHI Refugee Center.
(a) MEDCAP treated 1,107 patients.

(b) 30 pounds of food and 50 1bs of clothing were distributed
to RP/Pf dependents at DONG XUAN District Headquarters and 15 lbs of clothing were
distributed to refugees at CHOP CHI Refugee Center.

(o) 400 1bs of captured rice was returned to GVN control.

(3) Conmstruction: Two bridges and 6 culverts were reparied and
congtructed, One school yard was built and 13 kilometers of road repaired.

7. Logisticss During the reporting period, the Brigade'’s logistical cap-
abdlities bave been required to split three ways and furnish logistical support
to the DAK TO/KONTUM area, AN KHE and the TUY HOA areas. The logisitcal posture
continued to remain excellent., Tactical operations were supported by air and
land line of supply. A logistical summary by classes of supply is furnished by
month in Inclosure 3. Logistics operations during the Battle of DAK TO (Opers-
tiorn MACARTHUR) are inclosed in paragraph 15 of Inclosure 4.

a. Persoppel
(1) Brigade Cagualties:
Battle Cagualties lop-Battle Camualtiep
KA ¥HA MiA DIED INJURED
November 192 642 19 0 33
Decamber 19 52 0 0 15
January 28 08 22 Q 2
TOTAL 239 802 22 0 7
(2) Brigade Strength:
AUTHORIZED AND ASS.CNED STRENGTH
AUTHORI ZED ASG 1 NOV 67 ASG 31 JAN 68

OFfF W B MG OF W B A6 O N B MG
Assigned Units 291 31 4859 5181 300 45 4831 5176 316 43 4865 5224
Attached Units 12 2 34 48 15 1 36 52 13 2 40 55
Aggregate 303 33 4893 5229 315 46 4B67 5228 329 45 4905 5279
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GAINS AND LOGSES BY MMNTH

NOVEMBER 1967 DECEMBER 1967 JANUARY 1968

OF W0 M AQ QT ¥W0 B A QT W0 R AK
Cains 17 0 374 391 80 4 875 959 5 3 161 219
Losses 18 1 360 379 28 5 475 508 27 5 337 369
NET -1 =1 414 +12 +52. =1 4400 +451 +28 -2 -176 -150

(a) During the reporting period the assigned unite authorised
increased. The increass was due to HHC, Bde; 17th Cav and lst, 2d and 4th Bn's
503d Inf being reorganized under the "F" series MTOE in early Dec 67. Support
Bn and 319th Arty being reorganised under the "F" geries MIOE in mid Jan 68,

(b) During the reporting period the attached units authorised
strength did not change,

b. Dipcipline, Jav and Order

(1) The discipline in the Brigade has been excellent during the
reporting period., No stragglers were reported,

(2) During this quarter there were 9 General Court Martials, 15
Spenial Court Martials and 317 Article 15's,

(3) Assistance from the Brigade IG was readily available throughout
the roportin; period.

c. Development and Maintapance of Morals
(1) Finance: The Brigade Finance Section (Company A, Administra-
tion) continued to provide financial support throughout the reporting period.
Nevly arrived replacements were made avare of the Soldiers Savings Program and
the various allotments available to them through orientation and various news-
letters.

(2) Chaplain: During the reporting period there wers 62, religious
services conducted (all faiths with a total attendance of 15,992,

(3) Special Services:
(a) Tours and Shows:
ldo November . . . ... ..., .0
s December , , ¢« v ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o O
3. January . s s e 00 0400

(b) Rest and Recuperation: Brigade R&R allocations during the
reporting period were as follovs:

November Racember JADDAIY
Vung Tau
‘(incountry) 42 55 66
Hawaii 77 V)] 68
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Moyember Recanber January

Bangkok 46 7% &4
Hong Kong 53 53 &
Tokyo 32 34 19
Taipei 19 54 70
8ingapore 9 2 VA
Kuals Lumpur 5 13 12
Manila 10 13 1
Penang 7 16 17
Australia 2 2 .-
TOTAL 267 ' 378 410

(5) There were a total of 1,632 awvards for valor and meritorious
service during the reporting period. A btreakdown follows:

ACPROVED AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
liovenber Decepber January
Distinguished Service Cross 4 0 0
Silver Star 1 o 15
Legion of Mexit 5 0 2
Distinguished Flying Cross 2 13 0
Bronse Star Medal (Valor) 2 28 276
Bronze Star Medal (Merit/Achievement) 3 9% 26
Air Medal (Valor) 0 o 15
Alr Medal (Service) 80 0 13
Soldiers Medal 2 (] o
Army Commendation Medal (Valor) 12 5 194
Army Commendation Medal (Merit/Achievement) 57 47 156
Purple Heart —2 120 —28
TOTAL 198 k1)1 1025

9. The 51st Chemical Detachment of the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate)
provided chemical support on a stardby basis vhen ever requested by elements of
the Brigade., The following missions were accomplished,
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a, Herbicide Missions:

RAIE METHOD AREA IARGET SQRTIES  AMOUMT

17 Nov 67 UH-1 AO SPAATZ (FSB 16) Hi11 (BQ 813154) One 55 Gal
27 Nov 67 Uh-1 AD SPAATZ (FSB 12) Stream (BQ 870260) One 55 Gal
30 Nov 67 U=l AO SPAATZ (FSB 12) Stream (BQ 870260) One 55 Gal
9 Dec 67 UH-1 AQ Bolling Rice Two 100 Gal
19 Dec 67 UH-1 AO Bolling Rice One 50 Gal
20 Dec 67 UH-1 A0 Bolling Rice One 50 Gal
23 Dec 67 UH-1 A0 Bolling Rice One 50 Gal
28 Dec 67 U1 AO Bolling Rice One 50 Gal
29 Dec 67  UH-1 AO Bolling Rice One 50 Gal
2 Jan 68  UHel AD Bolling Crops One 100 Gal
3 Jan 68 UH-1 AO Bolling Rice One 100 Gal
6 Jan 68 UH-1 AO Bolling Rice One 100 Gal
14 Jan 68 UH-1 AD Bolling Rice One 50 Gal
29 Jan 68  UH-1 AO Walker Grass One 100 Gal
30 Jan 68  UH-1 AD Walker Grass Two 150 Gal

b, Flame Throwers: The chemical detachment assisted the chemical staff
specialist of the 4-503d Inf in preparing flame throwers and thickened fuel for
the offensive employment of flames on Hill 875,

¢c. Riot Control Agent CS:

(1) A riot control agent CS-1 (micro-pulverized) bag drop was flown
on 20 Jan 68 using one UH-1 helicopter. Fifty 8 pound bags of CS-1 were dropped
on an abandoned village (vicinity BQ 904760). Gunships suppressed the area im-
mediately after the bag drop with unknown results.

(2) On 30 Jan 68, a gunship team reported an NVA platoon located in
a village (vic CQ 156473). D-4-503d Inf sent an element to check out the village
and become heavily engaged with the NVQ platoon in the village. At 0943 hours,
D Company reported having a "horse-shoe” around the village., At 1146 hours, 10
cases of CS hand grenades rigged for employment from Ubel aircraft were dropped
on the village and an estimated 30 NVA troke out of the village to the northwest.
Gunghips were used as the NVA fled, 77 enemy KIA were counted after contact was
broken,

(3) The E-8, Tactical CS Launcher were test fired by 4-503d Inf at
their FSB on 26 Jan 68 with excellent results. The E-8 was also used effectively
during the operation listed in (2) above.

d, Personnel Detector Program:

(1) Personnel detector missions were flown in support of Operation
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BOLLING from 17 Dec 67 to 31 Jan 68,

(2) One manpack personnel detector and operator was sent to AN KHE
to support Operation WALKER on 26 Jan 68,

(3) Tvo manpack personnel detectors and one operator supported the
ROK Tiger Division (vic QUI NHON) on 24 through 26 Jan 68,

o, Fougasse Mines: On 30 Jan 68, a program from employing fougasse
mines around the perimeter at Camp Radoliff, AN KHE was initiated.

24
CONF IDENTIAL



AVBE-SC/MHD CONFIDENT'AL “Is !‘«sbru.ry 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

II. Commander's Observations and Recommendations:

During the operational period, various lessons were learned, These lessons
learned were drawn from all the operations which occured during the period extend-
ing from 1 November 1967 through 31 January 1968,

1. ITEM: Air and Artillery Support

OBSERVATION: The NVA presses the attack in contacts apparently attempt-
ing to hug the US forces to avoid the US artillery and air support. Air and art-
illery are of great valudiblocking fires, but can be used as close-in support
only at a high risk to friendly forces.

RISCUSSION: The effectiveness of air and artillery support is limited
vhen units engage in close contact. When it is determined that you are engaged
with a substantial enemy force that cannot be overrun, pull back with your
wounded to a safe distance where you can adjust air ana artillery support. Units
must insure that they carry an adequate number of smoke grenades to mark friendly
positions.

2, JIEM: Control of Artillery and Air Support

OBSERVATION: When the tactical situation permits, there should be a
coordination meeting between ground commanders, artillery liaison personnel and
Forward Air Controllers to incorporate tactical air into artillery fire support
plany. Artillery must frequently be called off to permit airstrikes. In addit-
ion, there is a tendency in heavy contact to initially regard all indirect fire
as friendly fire. This frequently results in elements requesting a check fire
of mortars and artillery depriving friendly units of their supporting fires.

u&gﬁg]%l Closer coordination is essential for proper fire planning
which allows r and artillery to be employed simultaneously.

3. IIEM: Enemy Fortifications and Tactics

SERVATION: The NVA utilized reinforcing trenches and tunnels to their
bunkers which provided protection from direct fires., Their bunkers had extensive
overhead cover (5 - 8 feet) allowing them to display determined resistance to air
and artillery preparation fires, and enabling them to survive and put up a strong
defense after bomburdment. The NVA will also attack from these fortified posit-
ions

SC ON: Bunkers which are considered neutralized should not be by-
passed until they have been thoroughly checked for roinforcing tunnels. Because
of the extensive overhead cover utilized, more emphatis is placed on 'munitions
with delayed fuse assemblies.

4. JLIEMt Snipers and Tree Positions
OBSERVATION. The NVA uses tree positions to their advantage even when

g,gnmg_tho attack, The use of this technique gives them the capability of

preventing resupply or evacuation missions,

DISCUSSION: Emphasis must be placed on defensive measures designed to
locate, engage and destroy enemy snipers. CBU bomb clusters are effective against
snipers in trees but should not be used unless friendly forces have overhead
cover.
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5, IIEM: NVA Tactics

t The NVA demosntrated a tactic designed to separate elements
of a unit with the objective of a decesive defeat. When a friendly unit encount-
ered a fortified position, it cou<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>